Llanbister Community Council General Meeting minutes
Date: Wednesday 23rd September 2020  Time: 7.30   Venue: Via Zoom
    Apologies received:. None
1. Members Present: Wayne Bowen (Chair), Geoff Morgan, Darren Rogers, Tracy Lewis, Gareth Bowen, County Cllr Rachel Powell, Catherine James, 
   David Horne (Clerk). 
2. Declaration of Interest: Wayne Bowen, Geoff Morgan, Darren Rogers, Tracy Lewis regarding planning application 20/1408/FUL
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting(s) – Minutes of the July general meeting were previously circulated to all councillors. All agreed they were a true record.  Proposed by Darren Rogers and seconded by Tracy Lewis. The minutes were duly signed. 
4. Matters Arising from Minutes 
a. Highways. We have received several advance notices from PCC of road closures in the surrounding areas. These have all been circulated to councillors. They relate to: the B4355 Pennant Pound from 14/9 to 12/10/20, B4355 Gwen Y Gaufron from 17/10 to 2/11/20, C1057 llanbadarn Fynydd 6/10/20, C1077 Llanbadarn Fynydd 7/10/20 and C1078 Llanbister 5/10 t0 7/10/20; 
b. Bus stop. Nothing to report 
c. Llanbister Road Defibrillator. Clerk has had no success in getting a quote to have the AED cabinet fitted. AL Tech is in the local area currently and may interested. Clerk to action. If they are not then Geoff Morgan will try to persuade Steve Thomas to do the work.

d. New Councillor. Wayne welcomed new councillor Catherine James to her first meeting
5. Planning – Receive planning decision notices for 6th to 17th July, 20th to 31st July, 3rd to 14th August and 17th to 28th August which have been previously circulated to councillors.
Receive planning application 20/1360/RES relating to a residential property in Llanbister Hamlet opposite School Meadow. Expiry date for observations is 29/9/20. The plans were looked over and discussed. The council support the application as any improvement to the current site is to be welcomed. Also new faces to the village will bring a boost to the local economy. Clerk to action. The councillors are all keen that the ground works are completed as per the plans and that the existing hedgerow is not diminished too greatly as this could harm local biodiversity and wildlife.

      Receive planning application 20/1408/FUL relating to the Llanbister Community   

      Hall. Expiry date for observations is 7/10/20. As 4 of our councillors sit on the hall 

      committee they have made a declaration of interest. This means that we cannot 

      have a meaningful vote on the matter. There has to be a quorum of 3 to hold a vote. 

      Wayne Bowen has spoken to One Voice Wales to seek their advice. You can apply 

      for special dispensation for those members who sit on the hall committee to enable 

      a vote. Clerk to investigate. One he has found out the process and resolved the 

      issue he will convene a meeting via Zoom to discuss and vote on the matter. 
6. Correspondence – 
a. Receive email from a member of the public regarding the placement of a litter/recycling bin in or near the church grounds. Following discussion it was decided not to install a bin. There has previously been one there and it hardly ever got emptied. There is a sign up asking people to take away their own rubbish for disposal. Clerk will respond to the person concerned 
b. Receive National Salary award notification from National Association of Local Councils (NALC), effective from 1st April 2020 (See AOB)
c. Receive email from OVW relating to parking scam email. Catherine James may not have received this so Clerk will forward her a copy
d. Receive letter from HSBC relating to changes in terms and conditions, pricing and services
e. Receive copy of annual report from Dyfed Powys Police and Crime panel
f. Receive Guidance from OVW relating to holding meetings on a physical basis
g. Receive Community & Town Councils Best Practice Guide No 1. Community Engagement
h. Receive notification from OVW regarding remote training dates. 
7. Business to be transacted. None
8. Finance

Savings Account balance as at 5th September 2020 - £1076.94       £     

      Income (as part of above balance) – 3p     
      Community Account balance as at 5th September 2020 - £7218.08   
      £ Unpresented cheques – None      

      Income (as part of above balance) - £2309 (2nd precept payment)

      Outgoings as part of the above balance – £138.24 (Clerks July Salary)








    £138.04 (Clerk’s August Salary)

    






    £65 (SLCC Membership fee)
9. 
Any Other Business. 
a. Increase in Clerks hourly rate in line with National salary award. Following discussion the salary increase was approved. There is sufficient funds in the reserves to accommodate the increase. Clerk had an incremental rise in May, from £9.77 to £9.96 per hour, based on previous salary scales. The new rate will take the new rate to £10.24 per hour. Based on 16 hours per month his monthly salary will increase from £159.36 to £163.84. Annually from £1912.32 to £1966.08. Proposed by Geoff Morgan and seconded by Catherine James
b. The cattle grids at Lower Cantal and Yew Tree Hall are in need of clearing and repair. Clerk is to take photos and send copies of them to CC Rachel Powell for her to action and send to the relevant department at PCC 
Date of Next meeting - Wednesday 4th November 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom
