Llanbister Community Council General Meeting minutes
Date: Wednesday 28th November 2018  Time: 7.30   Venue: Llanbister Community Hall

1. Apologies received:,  Gwyn Morgan        County Cllr Rachel Powell.   
2. Members Present: Darren Rogers (Chair),  Wayne Bowen,   Raymond Lewis. 
       Janet Thomas,  Geoff Morgan,  Marc Williams    David Horne (Clerk)

3. Declaration of Interest:  

None

4. Minutes of the Last Meeting(s)
It was proposed by Janet Thomas and seconded by Wayne Bowen                

that the minutes of the October 2018 meeting were a true record and were duly signed
5. Matters Arising from Minutes 
i) Clerk. Following on from last month Clerk has made enquiries regarding obtaining a professional qualification. This being something that will be required at a future date in order to be compliant. The cost of a standard Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) will be between £250 and £350. Clerk has also joined the Society of Local Council Clerks. The council would be expected to support the application and cover the cost of CiLCA. In addition the insurance cover we have will need updating as the one we have will not cover future requirements. Clerk will action this issue nearer to renewal date to ensure we have adequate cover. 

ii) Defibrillator training. Clerk made enquiries to the Head teacher at the school regarding provision of training for local groups. He agreed to this and is making plans following the return from half term holidays. Playgroup and Slimming world have both expressed an interest. WI have already had training. Young farmers have not responded. Dates for training were published in the school’s newsletter. Not everyone gets a copy of this so Clerk will circulate to all councillors when he receives them
iii) Oil tank. Here is a need to clarify who is currently insuring the oil tank particularly in light of the on-going issues with it. Chair has attempted to contact Philip Sherrard at PCC but with no success. Janet Thomas suggested Jenni Thomas at PCC may be able to advise. Clerk to action
iv) Highways issue. The access road to the hall and school has now been completely resurfaced and the footpath behind the bus shelter cleared. The cattle grids have not been done nor has the back road through the village.
v) War memorial. We now have the silent soldier silhouette and we have had many positive comments about it

vi) Telephone boxes. Clerk has made enquiries with BT regarding the 5 payphone kiosks in the parish. According to their information all 5 are still connected to mains electric. They are not aware of any cost to us for the disconnection of electric supply and on that basis Clerk initially instructed them to proceed with all 5 kiosks. However following discussion in the meeting it was decided to proceed only with the one on the main road for now. Clerk to action. In the meantime Clerk has invited tenders from 2 local painters/decorators for the renovation of each one. We have received one back (Total £2000 - £400 per box) but have not heard back from the other as yet. A grant application to RES for funding will be made Prior to the deadline date. A request for quotes has also gone out to 2 local approved contractors for the moving on the kiosk on the main road. Comments were made regarding previous discussions about the boxes and local people painting the boxes themselves with us providing the materials. As well as this it was mentioned previously back in October 2017 about having a second defibrillator fitted at Llanbister Road. Clerk to follow these matters up
vii) Playpark. Following the recent inspection of the playpark Clerk contacted them to clarify if any remedial action would be taken. The only issue raised was relating to the steps on the slide. Their response was that as the issue was not significant they would not be making any repairs to the slide steps. Of the benches in the playpark Clerk contacted playgroup about their bench and pointed out the issues with it. The one we have responsibility for is still in abeyance. Clerk has requested quotes for the repairs but none have come back yet 
viii) Bus stop. Clerk contacted AM Kirsty Williams and arranged a site visit to discuss the viability of having a bus stop and shelter on the northbound A483. She believed that the Welsh Government was responsible and recommended that we contact the AM for transport, Ken Skates. He replied to me but stated that it was PCC that are responsible for the provision of a bus stop and shelter. PCC councillor Rachel Powell has passed to Powys and we are awaiting a response. Clerk to follow up before next meeting
6. Planning – Receive Community Council planning decisions from 29th October to 9th November plus 12th to 23rd November. These were previously circulated to councillors
7. Correspondence

a. Receive letter from PCC regarding Expressions of interest for Healthy, Active & Outdoors Project. No further action
b. Receive email fro Abermule Community Council seeking support in opposition to the proposed recycling centre being sited there. No further action
c. Receive email from Llandrindod Town Council requesting support for the opposition of the relocation of the Ariel Lift platform (ALP) from Llandrindod fire station. It was agreed that we should support this matter. Clerk to write a supporting letter 
d. Receive notice from HM Land Registry regarding an application to register easements or other rights. 
8. Finance

Savings Account balance as at 5th November 2018        £1,073.18                     

      Community Account balance as at 5th November 2018    £3 ,598.10
      Unpresented cheques      
      100415 – Royal British Legion (Poppies for War Memorial) £12     
      Income (as part of above balance) – 
      Outgoings as part of the above balance   
      100412 – Clerks wages (Aug and Sept)  £160

      100414 – Royal British Legion (Silhouette) £250
      100416 – Royal British legion (Wreath) £20

9. Business to be transacted 
a. Payment for grass cutting. It was proposed by Geoff Morgan and seconded by Wayne Bowen that we pay Norman Parker £240. However it was believed that an increase was agreed previously. Clerk to investigate and action
b. The use of internet banking. Clerk requested that he be able to set up internet banking to conduct council business more efficiently. It would be easier and quicker to pay his wages and make BACs payments to settle invoices when they are approved. It was proposed by Geoff Morgan and seconded by Wayne Bowen that this be set up. Chair and Vice Chair signed the appropriate papers in the meeting. Clerk to action
10. Any Other Business

a. The setting up and management of a Llanbister community page on Facebook. This would be a whole village page and all other groups invited to join and input.  Proposed by Janet Thomas and seconded by Raymond Lewis that Clerk set this up and manage it provided he was agreeable to this

b. Pushchair and wheelchair access around the village. It was suggested that  there insufficient dropped kerbs around the village to allow for access to wheelchairs and pushchairs? In addition there is no footway linking the war memorial down to the school which could be hazardous for pedestrians and especially in the winter months when it is dark.  Clerk to action and copy County Cllr Rachel Powell
c. Lease issues relating to the Hall committee. Letter received from James grieve pointing out an issue with the hall committee. Clerk requested to write to James Grieve and ask him to re-address his comments to the council officially, not via a third party and to invite him to the next meeting to clarify his viewpoint. 
d. Safety and speed around road access to school – It was pointed out that many drivers do not abide by the speed limits around this area and that even though there are ample road signs and road markings something else may be better in an effort to get motorists to slow down. Some schools have flashing speed warnings that advise drivers of their actual speed. Maybe this is something we should ask for. Clerk to action
e. Letter to James Grieve. He has been very helpful in the lease addition issues so should we write an official thank you letter. Clerk to action
f. War memorial management policy. An issue that occurred on 11th November immediately prior to the act of remembrance. Having been cleared of last years wreaths the day before they were subsequently found to have been retrieved from the Clerks dustbin and reattached to the memorial with cable ties by a person unknown. Clerk felt that there needs to be a policy governing what should happen annually and in line with Royal British Legion standards. He was assured by several councillors that what he had done was correct. The person normally responsible for removing the wreaths was not identified although a name was mentioned. Gwyn Morgan has done this in the past plus one other local parishioner more recently. Clerk should clarify if anyone has responsibility for this but he is quite happy to take this on if no one is found. It was also decided following receipt of national guidance that wreaths should not be left free standing on the concrete as the colour can run and cause permanent damage to the cenotaph. Clerk will fix all current wreaths to the railings following a suitable time period
11. Date of Next meeting Wednesday 23/1/2019 at 7.30pm. 
This was later amended to 9/1/2019 as the deadline for submitting next years precept is 25/1/2019. 

